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1 On behalf of plaintiff: 
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Washington, DC 20036 
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2 WHEREUPON, 

3 JOHN PAGONES, 

4 called as a witness, and having been first auiy 

5 sworn, was examined and testified as follows: 

6 EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FOR PLAINTIFF: 

7 BY MR. SHAIBANI: 

8. Q Mr. Pagones, thank you for coming here 

9 today. 

10 I am going to ask you a number of 

11 questions, and if your counsel and counsel for Mary 

12 White will have objections to the question, we 

13 would request you respond to the question after the 

14 objections have been raised, and your counsel will 

15 be able to advise you if there are any specific 

16 objections that you can't respond to the inquiry 

17 afterwards. 

18 Could you please tell us your title and 

19 position at Chatel? 

20 A Associate broker. 

21 Q Does that mean you had a brokerage 

22 license? 
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1 me. "What do you mean you don't have any?" 

2 I said, "We don't have any because we 

3 hardlv do any, but I'll go down because," i said, 

4 "the owner has all the leases in his computer. 

5 I'll go down and ask him." 

7 lunch. 

8 I came upstairs and I said, "I'll go back 

9 to the computer and check the computer," because 

10 the computer has a list of D.C. forms. So I went 

11 back to check it. 

12 When I came out, he said, "What were you 

13 . doing back there so long?" In a very loud, rude 

14 voice. 

X5 I said, "I was looking for a commercial 

16 lease and they don't it have." And I said, "The 

17 only" — I said, "Look, I have to go out on an 

18 appointment soon, I will send you a lease in the 

19 morning. Is that okay?" 

20 And he said, "Yes." 

2i Q Did you talk about anything else? 

22 A I think he asked me about the use of the 
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1 garden. And I said, "What garden?" 

2 He said, "There's a garden back there." 

3 I said, "I didn't know that, bur I'll ask 

4 Mary about it and I will let you know." 

5 Q Did Mr. Bratton offer to give you a first 

6 month's rent check and security deposit for this 

7 property? 

8 A I told him we don't do things like that. 

9 We take everything together, the lease, application 

10 and money at one time. Taking money means nothing 

11 to us in .itself . 

12 Q Did Mr. Bratton request you to provide 

13 him with a rental application? 

14 A No, he did not. 

15 . Q Did he request you to provide him — I 

16 think you already mentioned he asked you for a 

17 lease. 

18 A I explained to you the lease. 

19 Q Could you tell us why you weren't able to 

20 obtain a rental application for Mr. Bratton to fill 

21 out when he first came to your office? 

22 A We do not keep rental -- commercial 
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j- 


rental leases in our file, in our closet at all. I 


2 


helped set up the closet so I know every file in 


3 


there. Some, we don't even have in there for 


4 


residential rental. So I knew we didn't it have. 


5 


Q What about a rental application? 


6 


^ He didn't ask for an sopiication. 


7 


Q Why didn't you provide him with an 


8 


application if he was asking about the property? 


9 


A 1 would give it to him with the lease. 


10 


We give leases and. the application simultaneously. 


11 


That's the office procedure. 


12 


Q Did you have a rental application on" file 


13 


when Mr. Bratton first came to your office? 


14 


A Oh, yes. Residential lease application, 


15 


which is different from commercial lease 


16 


application. I think. 


17 


Q Does Chatel maintain a -- 


18 


A I really don't know. I can't remember. 


19 


Q Does Chatel maintain commercial lease 


20 


applications on file? 


21 


A I don't know since -- I don't know. 


22 


MR. BOUSE: Mr. Pagones, if you could let 
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I commercial lease on file? 

3 That was one of them. 

4 Q Do you recall how long it took for you to 

5 orovide Mr. Bratton with forms necessary to lease 

6 the office? 

7 A I sent it to him in the morning; but at 

8 that point, he had already brought in -- the lease 

9 came in the next day. When I came into the office, 

10 the lease was there. 

11 q This was a lease that Mr. Bratton had 

12 created on his own? 

13 A I didn't create it. 

14 Q It wasn't Chatel's — it wasn't on 

15 Chatel's form? 

16 A I never saw it. 

17 Q Who received the lease that Mr. Bratton 

18 brought in? 

19 A I gave it to Thierry. 

20 Q I thought you just said you didn't 

21 receive it. 

22 A I'm sorry — 
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1 


Q Is this a form that Chatel maintains at 


2 


its off ices in its forms ciosst ? 


3 


i~i biQ . 


4 


Q Is this — 


5 


A Wait a minute. ' For rental application. 


6 


i af rr,p thi nk a moment . 


> 


(Pause) 


8 


I believe it is. I believe it is. 


9 


Q Is this form also available on the 


10 


computers at Chatel? 


11 


A I'm sure it is . 


12 


Q Could you tell us whether you spoke to 


13 


Mary White after John Bratton first came to your 


14 


office to inquire about the office space? 


15 


MR. RANCK: 'Objection to form. 


16 


THE WITNESS: No. 


17 


BY MR. SHAIBANI: 


18 


Q When did you speak to Mary White after 


19 


you talked to John Bratton first? 


20 


A When the lease came in, it was in an 


21 


envelope. I went downstairs to talk — to give it 


22 


to the property manager. Thierry was there. And I 
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1 told Thierry, because the property manager was 

2 right next door, that we have a iease. 

3 He says, "John, we already have a lease." 

4 I said, "Huh?" 

5 He said, "Yes, Mary White got her own 

6 iease , " 

7 So I said, "Here's the lease. You take 

8 care of it . " 

9 Q Did you talk to Mary White after you 

10 received this lease from Mr. Bratton? 

11 . A I called her up and told her. 

12 Q And do you recall when you made that 

13 call? 

14 A When I had the lease. 

15 Q And was that the next day after 

16 Mr. Bratton first came to your office? - 

17 A I can't remember how — it was either a 

18 day or two — I'm not sure. But when he — the 

19 lease came in, we were timely, as we are always 

20 timely. 

21 Q In conveying information to Ms. White, 

22 that is? 
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I 


A 


I took the lease to Mrs. White, who lives 


2 


a round th 


e corner from my office one block. And 


3 


then I ca 


lied her up. 


4 


Q 


And could you tell us. what you talked 


5 


about? 




6 


A 


I told her that we had a lease on the 


7 


property . 




8 


Q 


Did you have any other documents to take 


9 


to her aside from the lease? 


10 


A 


No. 


11 


Q 


Was the first month's check and security 


12 


deposit enclosed in the packet you took to Ms. 


13 


White? 




14 


7\ 


I don't know what was' in it. It was 


15 


sealed. 




16 


Q 


Was a rental application enclosed within 


17 


the documents that you took to Ms. White? 


18 


A 


The envelope was sealed. 


1 9 


Q 


And after you told Ms. White, "We have a 


20 


lease on 


the property, " what did she tell you? 


21 


A 


She asked me who the lease was from. 


22 


Q 


Could you elaborate on that, what you 
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1 THE WITNESS: Well, I already said it 

2 twice. He doesn't seem to understand. 

3 MR. RANCK: Okay. That's fine. 

4 THE WITNESS: Yes. Yes. 

5 BY MR. SHAIBANI: 

f, O Could vou tell us if you ever met with 

7 Roberta Medlin? 

8 A I had nothing to do with Roberta Medlin. 

9 She was Mary White's lessee. I had nothing to do 

10 with her. Never saw her. 

11 Q Lessee? Could you — 

12 A Lessee applicant. 

13 Q Did Mary White ever talk to you about 



14 


Roberta 


Medlin? 


15 


A 


Never. 


16 


Q 


Did Mr. Liverman ever talk to you about 


17 


Roberta 


Medlin? 


18 


A 


I mentioned earlier that when I went 


19 


downsta 


irs with the lease when I got it, Thierry 


20 


said, " 


John, we have another lease on the 


21 


propert 


y." 


22 


Q 


Another lease on the property. And did 
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1 you actually see a copy of that other lease? 

2 A Did I see a copy? Of course not . 

3 Q Do you know who that other lease was 

5 A Mary White. Mary White made the lease 

6 for Roberta Medlin. 

7 Q Your testimony then is that Mary White 

8 created the lease for Roberta Medlin on her own? 

9 A I don't know, sir. It came through Mary 

10 White's office. I don't know what happened there. 

11 Q Do you recall the date when that lease 

12 came in? 

13 A No, I do not. 

14 Q Could you tell us why you were involved 

15 with Mr. Bratton's lease but not with Roberta 

16 Medlin's lease? 

17 A Yes. Because Mary White, being a 

18 principle making — found Roberta Medlin on her 

19 own, not through me. 

20 Q Did she say she wasn't going to pay you a 

21 commission if the -- 

22 A It never came up. 
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1 There was — when I found cut Roberta 

2 Medlin had a lease, I called up John Bratton 

3 immediately. Immediately. 

4 And I told him there was another lease, 

5 which I knew nothing about. I said, "John, if you 

6 want to get this property, you're going to have to 

7 sweeten the deal. Do everything you can to sweeten 

8 the deal." 

9 He said, "What should I do?" 

10 I said, "Do everything, including take 

11 the downstairs." 

12 That's the last I heard of it. 

13 MR. SHAIBANI: I'm sorry. Could you read 

14 please the response? 

15 I didn't quite — 

16 (Answer read) 

17 BY MR. SHAIBANI: 

18 Q If I may ask a follow-up question. 

19 You told John Bratton to sweeten the deal; 

20 and, as part of that, you recommended that he take 

21 the lower level? 

22 A I suggested that he should take the lower 
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L particular lease you just mentioned? 

2 A Well, it was a Jewish holiday, which is 

3 why I stepped out of it. After that is when it 

4 happened so I can't recall. It was two or three 

5 days after that. 1 can't recall. 

g The Jewish holiday, was that on 

7 October 12, '05? 

8 A I can't remember. It was the day when the 

9 lease came in. Then I got out of it. 
Q Was that the third lease Mr. Bratton had 

11 submitted? 

12 A I'm not sure. Did he have three leases? 

13 I can't recall. I don't know. After that I was 

14 out of it. 

15 Q Could you tell us why you were out of it 

16 after that? 

17 a Once I turned it over to Thierry, I was 

18 finished with it. Mary had her own — Mary had her 

19 own lease. There was nothing for me to do anymore, 

20 except to take it out of the computer listing. 

2i Q Did Mary White actually tell you she had 

22 a candidate who had signed a lease for the property 
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talking. All the talking. 

BY MR. SHAIBANI : 

Q Did you think Mr. Bratton was a tester 
when he first walked into your office? 

5 A Certainly not. He was interested in 

6 renting an apartment. I did everything I could to 

7 help him rent the apartment, including telling 

8 him -- giving him timely notice on everything. 

9 Q And I thought that you mentioned that 

10 Mr. Bratton was being rude to you when he first 

11 came to your office. 

12 A He certainly was. 

13 q why did you help- him with the lease, 

14 then? 

15 a Because I wanted to get the property 

16 rented. My job is to rent properties. I don't 

17 care who they get rented to. 

i8 Q Do you select the people that you do 

19 business with? 

20 A No. 

2i q Do you have a preference on who you wish 
22 to do business with in Georgetown? 
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